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DETAILED ACTION 

CONTINUED EXAMINATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.114 AFTER FINAL REJECTION 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 . 17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1-4-05 has been entered. 

Claims 1, 18-28 are currently pending and are present for examination. Claims 1, 18-22 
are now under consideration. Claims 23-28 remain withdrawn from consideration as being 
drawn to non-elected invention. 

Applicants' amendments and arguments filed on 1-4-05, have been fully considered and 
are deemed to be persuasive to overcome the rejections previously applied. Rejections and/or 
objections not reiterated from previous office actions are hereby withdrawn. Specifically 
Examiner has withdrawn the previous rejection under 35 U.S.C. 1039a) in view of amendment 
to claim 1 and persuasive arguments to overcome the rejection. 

Drawings 

Drawings submitted in this application are accepted by the Examiner for examination 
purposes only. 
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Election/Restrictions 

Claims 1, 18-22 are directed to an allowable product. Pursuant to the procedures set forth 

in the Official Gazette notice dated March 26, 1996 (1 184 O.G. 86), claims 25-26, directed to the 
process of using the patentable product, previously withdrawn from consideration as a result of a 
restriction requirement, are now subject to being rejoined. Process claims 25-26 hereby rejoined 
and fully examined for patentability under 37 CFR 1 . 104. In accordance with the Official 
Gazette notice, supra, process claims 23-24, 27-28, which do not depend from or otherwise 
include all the limitations of the allowable product, have NOT been rejoined. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Ms. Janell Cleveland on 3-17-05. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

A) Please cancel claims 23-24, 27-28 without any prejudice. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1, 18-22, 25-26 are allowed. 
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The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Following a diligent 
search it was determined that the prior art neither teaches nor suggests a modified xylanase with 
properties and characteristics as described in claims 1, 18-22 and the method of using the same 
as claimed in claims 25-26. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Manjunath N. Rao, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0939. The Examiner can normally be reached on 7.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Ponnathapura 
Achutamurthy can be reached on 571-272-0928. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300 for regular communications 
and for After Final communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 



571-272-1600. 




ManjunathrsL Radf Ph.D. 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 1652 



March 17, 2005 



